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Why I Support Reform Prosecutors

By George Soros

mericans desperately

need a more thoughtful

discussion about our re-
sponse to crime. People have
had enough of the demagogu-
ery and divisive partisan at-
tacks that dominate the de-
bate and obscure the issues.

Like most of us, 'm con-
cerned about crime. One of
government’s most important
roles is to ensure public
safety. I have been involved in
efforts to reform the criminal-
justice system for the more
than 30 years I have been a
philanthropist.

Yet our system is rife with
Injustices that make us all less
safe. The idea that we need to
choose between justice and
safety is false. They reinforce
each other: If people trust the
justice system, it will work.
And if the system works, pub-
lic safety will improve.

We need to acknowledge
that black people in the U.S.
are five times as likely to be
sent to jail as white people.
That is an injustice that un-

dermines our democracy.
We spend $81 billion every
year keeping around two mil-
lion people in prisons and
jails. We need to invest more
in preventing crime with
strategies that work—deploy-
ing mental-health profession-
als in crisis situations, invest-
ing in youth job programs,

Justice or safety? It’s
a false choice. They
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and creating opportunities for
education behind bars. This
reduces the likelihood that

those prisoners will commit
new crimes after release.

In recent years, reform-
minded prosecutors and other
law-enforcement officials
around the country have been
coalescing around an agenda
that promises to be more ef-
fective and just. This agenda
includes prioritizing the re-
sources of the criminal-justice
system to protect people

against violent crime. It urges
that we treat drug addiction
as a disease, not a crime. And
it seeks to end the criminal-
ization of poverty and mental
illness.

This agenda, aiming at both
safety and justice, is based on
both common sense and evi-
dence. It's popular. It’s effec-
tive. The goal is not defunding
the police but restoring trust
between the police and the po-
liced, a partnership that fosters
the solving of crimes.

Some politicians and pun-
dits have tried to blame re-
cent spikes in crime on the
policies of reform-minded
prosecutors. The research I've
seen says otherwise. 'I'he most
rigorous academic study, ana-
lyzing data across 35 jurisdic-
tions, shows no connection
between the election of re-
form-minded prosecutors and
local crime rates. In fact, vio-
lent crime in recent years has
generally been increasing
more quickly in jurisdictions
without reform-minded prose-
cutors. Murder rates have
been rising fastest in some

Republican states led by
tough-on-crime politicians.

Serious scholars research-
ing causes behind the recent
increase in crime have pointed
to other factors: a disturbing
rise in mental illness among
young people due to the isola-
tion imposed by Covid lock-
downs, a pullback in policing
in the wake of public criminal-
justice reform protests, and
increases in gun trafficking.
Many of the same people who
call for more-punitive crimi-
nal-justice policies also sup-
port looser gun laws.

This is why I have sup-
ported the election (and more
recently the re-election) of
prosecutors who support re-
form. I have done it transpar-
ently, and I have no intention
of stopping. The funds I pro-
vide enable sensible reform-
minded candidates to receive
a hearing from the public.
Judging by the results, the
public likes what it’s hearing.

Mr. Soros is founder of So-
ros Fund Management and the
Open Society Foundations.
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