Page 1
Penny Jane Burke made UNESCO chair in Equity, Social Justice and Higher Education - ABC News
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-01-31/university-of-newcastle-professor-unesco-chair-penny-jane-burke/101907300

<A 28°C
m NEWS o g}:adrl\-lgeeylocation -'PO Min of

Justin Watch Live Coronavirus Politics World Business Analysis Sport Science Health Arts Fact Check Other

© WATCH LIVE

Penny Jane Burke made UNESCO chair in Equity,  TopStories
Social Justice and Higher Education A il s

responsible for ensuring Robodebt

scheme was lawful
ABC Newcastle / By Keely Johnson

Posted Yesterday at 5:37am, updated Yesterday at 8:19am
Police lay new kidnap and assault

charges against trio accused of
Cassius Turvey's murder

Cost of living biting as RBA forecasts
800,000 fixed home loans to end this
year

Early signs point to recession in
Australia

'Laced with politics" Inquiry into
Lehrmann rape trial could probe
political interference

Visa issues leave Usman Khawaja
‘stranded' in Australia ahead of India
tour

Data reveals 50 per cent spike in Alice
Springs emergency presentations
after lifting of alcohol bans

Penny Jane Burke is "honoured" to be appointed a UNESCO chair. (Supplied: University of Newcastle)
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"I could see how life-changing higher
education can be for people when they
have access to it and they can participate

in a really active way," she said.

"So it became kind of my life's work to
contribute to this project of building
equity and widening participation in

higher education

"We need to make it easier for
people, especially from diverse
backgrounds and circumstances,

to access higher education.”

Work with UNESCO

Sophie's 'huge sacrifice' for an
Australian degree
=

When Sophie Sindra Hepota, 37, boarded a plane
from Papua New Guinea to Australia, she waved

goodbye to her husband and young children for

three years. 2

Read more —>

Professor Burke gained her PhD from the University of London and went on to
publish multiple books and research papers on access to, and equity within, the

higher education sector.

In 2015, she became director of the University of Newcastle's Centre of Excellence

for Equity in Higher Education.

Much of her research within the centre has looked at which groups of people
struggle to access higher education and what support could be put in place.

"From our research we have been able to create many programs ...

that actually support students from marginalised communities to

finish their studies," she said.

Now a UNESCO chair in Equity, Social Justice and Higher Education, Professor
Burke hopes to extend the work she has been doing at the university to improve the

lives of marginalised groups around the world, including victim-survivors of 5.

gender-based violence.

Want more local news? Sign up to ABC Newcastle's weekly email newsletter.

An agency of the United Nations, UNESCO chairs specialise in connecting
institutions across the globe with a common goal of reducing inequality and

improving access to education.

"One of the key projects I'll be focusing on
will be to generate new knowledge on the
impact of gender-based violence on higher
education access and participation,” she

said.

"And together with that knowledge, to
produce specialised post-crisis strategies,
through inter-agency collaboration with a

strong focus on supporting victim-
survivors and their families.”

Professor Burke hopes to establish a hub

that connects relevant experts and

authorities to combat the access issues
many people encounter when trying to

study at a tertiary level.

"We'll be doing that in Australia and then
want to put that in practice in Ghana too."

she said.

#MyMums are dominating at
uni, but they are more likely to
drop out than their kids

The number of women over 40 years old at
university has almost doubled in the past decade,
but they are more likely to drop out than school

leavers because of family commitments.

Read more >

"Hopefully then extending that work to other parts of the world as well."
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