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OVID-19 vaccine mandates for Queensland police and ambulance service workers 

were made unlawfully, the state's Supreme Court has found. 

The court on Tuesday delivered its judgments in three lawsuits brought by 86 parties 

against Queensland Police Service and Queensland Ambulance Service for their directions 

to workers issued in 2021 and 2022. 

The judgments did not make a ruling or attempt to make a decision about the 

transmissibility of a particular variant of COVID-19 or the efficacy of a particular vaccine. 

READ MORE: Ex-cop believes police are close to finding bodies of Sydney couple 

The prior directions required emergency service workers to receive COVID-19 vaccines and 

booster shots or face potential disciplinary action up to and including termination of 

employment. 

The court found Police Commissioner Katarina Carroll failed to give proper consideration 

to human rights relevant to the decision to issue the vaccine mandate. 

Former Department of Health director-general Dr John Wakefield was unable to prove he 

issued the vaccine mandate under an implied term of the employment agreements for 

ambulance service workers. 

READ MORE: Missing yacht couple likely thrown overboard 

As a result, both vaccine mandates were found by the court to be "unlawful" and to have 

no effect. 

The court also found the directions limited the human rights of workers because they were 

required to undergo a medical procedure without full consent but it was reasonable in all 

the circumstances. 

Senior Judge Administrator Glenn Martin said the police and ambulance services were 

trying to prevent their employees from suffering infection, serious illness and life-changing 

health consequences. 

"The balance between the importance of the purpose of the limitation, and the importance 

of preserving the human right... is complicated by the fact that these directions were given 

in what was, by any measure, an emergency," he said. 
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Florida's measles outbreak continues to grow rapidly 
© TNS / AP 

Two more children in south Florida have been diagnosed with measles as the state's outbreak 
continues to grow. The Florida Department of Health announced Sunday that two children were 

infected with the disease in Broward County, which includes Fort Lauderdale and is just north of 

Miami. Officials said that one child was between five and nine years old, and the other was under 

five. It's unclear if they were vaccinated. 

More for You 

The Age The Guardian 9News.com.au 

Extreme fire danger for Victoria fires: more than Gunman opens fire in 

Melbourne, Victoria’s west as 30,000 evacuations urged Melbourne’s south, injuring 
more ‘volatile’ weather ahead of Wednesday’s man 
forecast bushfire risk 3 1 6 7 1 

Daily Mail 9News.com.au 

Hazmat unit rushes to Don Questions raised after tour 
Jr.'s Florida home over letter group swam where shark was 
containing white powder and spotted 
death threat - as furious ex- 9 24 

president's son says 'this 
wouldn't be tolerated if I 

were a Democrat' 

9News.com.au Daily Mail 
9News.com.au 

Richard Branson's cruise line Alarm over 'extremely 
South Australian wine producer plunged into cancels Australian sailings for worrying' 7-fold rise in 

administration next season people seeking help for 
little-known eating disorder 83 102 26 1 

https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/covid-19-vaccine-mandates-unlawful-for-emergency-services-court-finds/ar-BB1iWEa8?ocid=msedgntp&pc=ASTS&cvid=5148e20d2fed4579a5acf9717f4aee6d&ei=20
https://getfireshot.com
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-13130293/Anant-Ambani-Radhika-Merchant-issue-nine-page-dress-code-three-day-pre-wedding-celebrations-Hillary-Clinton-Bill-Gates-invited-big-day-July.html
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/extreme-fire-danger-for-melbourne-victoria-s-west-as-more-volatile-weather-forecast/ar-BB1iCxRN
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/victoria-fires-more-than-30-000-evacuations-urged-ahead-of-wednesday-s-bushfire-risk/ar-BB1iWJ7M
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/gunman-opens-fire-in-melbourne-s-south-injuring-man/vi-BB1iTn7a
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/extreme-fire-danger-for-melbourne-victoria-s-west-as-more-volatile-weather-forecast/ar-BB1iCxRN#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/victoria-fires-more-than-30-000-evacuations-urged-ahead-of-wednesday-s-bushfire-risk/ar-BB1iWJ7M
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/gunman-opens-fire-in-melbourne-s-south-injuring-man/vi-BB1iTn7a#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/hazmat-unit-rushes-to-don-jr-s-florida-home-over-letter-containing-white-powder-and-death-threat-as-furious-ex-president-s-son-says-this-wouldn-t-be-tolerated-if-i-were-a-democrat/ar-BB1iWdKg
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/questions-raised-after-tour-group-swam-where-shark-was-spotted/vi-BB1iXR5Z
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/hazmat-unit-rushes-to-don-jr-s-florida-home-over-letter-containing-white-powder-and-death-threat-as-furious-ex-president-s-son-says-this-wouldn-t-be-tolerated-if-i-were-a-democrat/ar-BB1iWdKg#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/questions-raised-after-tour-group-swam-where-shark-was-spotted/vi-BB1iXR5Z#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/richard-branson-s-cruise-line-cancels-australian-sailings-for-next-season/vi-BB1iWSzf
https://www.msn.com/en-au/health/other/alarm-over-extremely-worrying-7-fold-rise-in-people-seeking-help-for-little-known-eating-disorder/ar-BB1iUHMu
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/south-australian-wine-producer-plunged-into-administration/ar-BB1iWqVQ
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/south-australian-wine-producer-plunged-into-administration/ar-BB1iWqVQ#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/richard-branson-s-cruise-line-cancels-australian-sailings-for-next-season/vi-BB1iWSzf#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-au/health/other/alarm-over-extremely-worrying-7-fold-rise-in-people-seeking-help-for-little-known-eating-disorder/ar-BB1iUHMu#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/horror-stories-of-multiple-paedophiles-at-beaumaris-primary-barely-scratch-surface-of-statewide-crisis-survivors-say/ar-BB1iVsZP


ABC Health Follow 23.6K Followers 

35 

Mandating COVID-19 vaccines for some Queensland 
frontline workers found to be unlawful, judge rules 
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Queensland police were required to have two shots of a COVID-19 vaccine by January 2022. (ABC News: Chris Gillette) 
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A 
judge has ruled that mandating COVID-19 vaccines for some Queensland frontline 

workers was unlawful based on human rights grounds. 

Dozens of Queensland Police Service (QPS) and Queensland Ambulance Service (QAS) staff 

challenged their workplace mandates in the Supreme Court in 2022, after they refused to 

comply with the directives. 

The two groups were testing the legality of the directions on several grounds of the 

Judicial Review Act (JRA) and the Human Rights Act (HRA). 

On Tuesday, Justice Glenn Martin found the applicants "had not established any ground 

under the JRA of unreasonableness". 

However, he did find the directives breached section 58 of the HRA, which states that all 

public service employees must give proper consideration to human rights before making a 

decision, and that they must act and make decisions that are compatible with human 

rights. 

In a written decision, Justice Martin determined the commissioner of police failed to 

comply with this section of the act — despite being provided human rights compatibility 

assessments — and based on this, declared that the QPS directions were unlawful. 

Justice Martin also found the director-general of the Department of Health was not able to 

prove he had the power to make the direction under an implied term of the QAS Continue reading 

employment agreement. Due to this, the direction was found to be of no effect and had 

"no force". 

More for You Arguments were also made by the applicants about breaches of section 17 of the HRA, 

which says people should not be subjected to medical treatment without full, free and 

informed consent. 

However, Justice Martin ruled that this human rights limit was reasonable when weighing 

all the circumstances. 

QAS workers were required to have received two doses of the vaccine by December 2021. 

The QPS staff deadline to be fully vaccinated was in January 2022 — unless an approved 9News.com.au ABC News (AU) The Guardian 
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The QPS said it introduced its mandate for similar public health reasons, as the nature of 

police work meant officers interacted with large numbers of people across the state. 

Mandates for both have since been lifted. 
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In the QAS case, he ordered the director-general of Queensland Health also be restrained 

from any enforcement of the vaccine direction, and that no disciplinary proceedings could 

be taken against those applicants. 

A large group involved in the legal action, who were in court to hear the decision, cheered 

and clapped when it was handed down. 

Outside court, lawyer Justin Sibley, who represented some of the Queensland police staff, 

said the ruling was an "excellent outcome". ABC News (AU) Sky News Australia 
9News.com.au 

Mr Rolfe’s lawyers call for ‘Good riddance’: Scott 
Premier defends bureaucrat's $160k Commonwealth "A lot of police have been terminated because they defied these so-called mandates," he arrests after ‘confrontation’ Morrison bids farewell to 
Games payout said. politics 

5 12 4 6 43 11 Mr Sibley said officers had still been terminated during "intervening periods" over the last 

two years. 

"The fact that they were terminated even though this outcome was waiting is a 

pretty sad indictment," he said. 

Mr Sibley said there was "a lot of rebuilding to be done" in the police force. 

"There's a number of decisions that are obviously waiting in the queue to see what's going 

to happen with this one, so we'll wait and see what the outcomes of those are going to 

be," he said. Visit BANG Showbiz UK 
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for humans to find unlawful," he said. 
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happiness "Some of them have been facing disciplinary proceedings, and hopefully now we'll see an 

end to all of that." 

Clive Palmer told the media on Tuesday, he funded the legal action and thinks now is the 

time to "look at a class action for the ambulance and police workers". 

Government considering ruling 
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